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SVMPH participated in the 2011 Ride to Work Day on 
12th October 2011.

To celebrate the day a BBQ breakfast was held at 
the Mary Mackillop Garden with participants from 
St Vincents Private and Public Hospital, St Vincent’s 
Institute, St Vincents Institute of Medical Research,  
St Vincent’s Academic Centre.

Global Corporate Challenge Results
On 3rd October 2011 SVMPH were awarded a trophy for our 
participation in the Global Corporate Challenge( GCC). SVMPH was 
Australia’s 2nd Most Active Organisation in the Healthcare and Medical 
Industry. Further to this SVMPH was Australia’s Most Active Hospital. 

The winning team from St Vincents Private (Adrenaline) was 
presented with medals from the GCC, certificates and a gift from 
the hospital for their efforts. The Adrenaline team consisted of Kelli 
Wain, Kirsten Reilly, Natasha De Jong, Lauren Maurer, Celeste 
Paget, Kim Goon and Alena Trochova. Natasha De Jong accepted 
the awards on behalf of her team members.

From the 19th May our employees walked, cycled and swam an 
unbelievable distance. Our performance was as follows:

Walked Steps	 527,540,131

Bike Steps 	 8,309,345

Swim Steps 	 1,587,294

Steps		  537,436,770

Distance (km)	 343,960.

This equates to walking around the world 8.6 times. 
From left: Louise Seber (GCC), Martin Day (CEO), Marita Alexander (OHS), 
and Natasha DeJong (Representing the winning Team – Adrenaline).

The Australian Publishers Association Award  
Associate Professor Karen-Leigh Edward has won an award from the Australian Publishers Association 
for the best tertiary textbook in Australia.

The Mental Health Nursing – Dimensions of Praxis was coedited by the Associate Professor of Nursing 
Research at ACU and other medical professionals. The text received praise for its usefulness for students.

The judging panel said they were impressed with the very strong treatment of forensic mental health.

“This publication makes an important contribution in a topic area that is regarded by students as difficult. 
The publication includes impressive case studies and student learning tasks and exercises that are of 
are high quality.” A big congratulations to Karen-Leigh.
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Interested in leading safety 
improvements at SVMPH?
If so, we are looking for passionate and 
motivated individuals to be part of a 
workplace health & safety development 
and implementation team. For further 
details, contact Corey Innes, Workplace 
Health & Safety Coordinator on 9411 7682 
or email corey.innes@stvmph.org.au

Vimy Today
Since joining the group in June 2008, Vimy 
Private has undergone many changes. 
Four new operating theatres, a bright 
purpose built day surgery unit, a new 
CSSD, kitchen and recently renovated 
ward. Add to this, new VMP’s, increased 
operating sessions, staffing changes, 
graduates, Division 2 graduates and 
trainees; we have a great little hospital 
nestled in Kew. 

We are pleased to announce that we have 
recently renewed the contract for Hawthorn 
Physiotherapy to provide physiotherapy 
services to patients at Vimy until June 
2014. We look forward to continuing to 
work with Charlie and his team. 

The recent renovations to the rooms at Vimy 
have made a huge difference to the look 
and feel of the ward. Both staff and patients 
are enjoying the new facilities and look 
forward to the final stage of works which 
will be completed late 2012. The renovation 
to the nurse’s station and drug room is 
currently in progress. 

Well done to Jade Stilo and Natalie Mitchell, 
who are completing their Divison 1 courses and 
commencing their Graduate programmes at 
SVMPH next year. Both Jade and Natalie have 
been working as Division 2 staff at Vimy for 
a number of years now. It is very pleasing 
to see staff further their education and 
development within the organisation. Charlie Schall-Riaucour from Hawthorn 

Physiotherapy with Cathy Sullivan.

One of the high priorities for the Trustees of 
Mary Aikenhead Ministries is to bring alive the 
person of Mary Aikenhead, the Foundress 
of the Sisters of Charity, so that those who 
lead the health and education ministries 
can continue her tradition of courageous 
leadership. One of the best ways to inspire 
and affirm the leaders of the ministries has 
been through a pilgrimage to Ireland where 
Mary Aikenhead was born and where 
she established her work in caring for and 
visiting the sick and poor. Three leaders from 
SVMPH were invited by the Trustees to join 
this year’s pilgrimage to Dublin and Cork. 

Sr Pat Walker, Pastoral Care, Kevin Dalton, 
Director of Services and Development, and 
Gerard Smith, Director of Mission, joined

the group of 19 pilgrims in September to 
explore the life and times of Mary Aikenhead 
and to follow in her footsteps. The pilgrimage 
began in Dublin where the founding story is 
remembered and kept alive at the Sisters of 
Charity Heritage Centre and concluded in 
Cork after a week of workshops and visits to 
schools, hospitals and welfare services.  
The presence of two Sisters of Charity, Sr Pat 
and Sr Leone Wittmack, was a special part 
of the pilgrimage and gave the participants 
a sense of continuity with the ministries.

“It is a real privilege to know that you are 
continuing such a fantastic tradition of 
service”, said Kevin Dalton. The opportunity 
to see where Mary Aikenhead established 
the Sisters of Charity and to learn more about 

the history and circumstances of those times 
as well as to see how the ministries have 
developed in Ireland was inspirational.  

Gerard Smith 
Director of Mission

In the Footsteps of Mary Aikenhead

From left: Gerard, Kevin and Sr Pat at Glendalough, 
a 6th C monastery founded by St Kevin.

Pastoral Care News
Recently the Pastoral Care team celebrated 
International Pastoral Care Week. 

This recognition of the role of Pastoral Care 
in hospitals is an annual event during which 
we at SVMPH try to engage in an informal 
way with hospital staff. 

We’re delighted with the response to 
the Word Find competition and we 
congratulate the winners:

St Vincents Private 
Margaret Burton (DPU) and  
Susie Muftarov (7F)

Mercy Private         
Sindy Maltezos (Business Office) and 
Amandeep Singh (Security)

Vimy  Private         
Cathy Sullivan (DON) and 
Jenny Joyce (Nursing).

Our Pastoral Care team Includes:

St Vincents Private: 
Sr Pat Walker, Judy Bourke, Sr Catherine Tay, 
Margaret Rhodes and Moira O’Shannnessy.

Mercy Private: 
Sharron Kotz, John Adamsons, Margaret 
Flynn and Geraldine Woodhatch. 

Vimy Private: 
Sharron works at VIMY on Mondays  
and Wednesdays.

Our bank staff are Dexter Rogers and 
Josephine Barnes.

Our current CAREFirst initiatives include 
revising the brochure we hand to mothers 
on the Maternity floors, and establishing a 
greater working relationship with Pastoral 
Care at St Vincent’s Public. This is becoming 
increasingly beneficial to both hospitals 
because there is a strong focus on the 
development of Pastoral Care competencies 
and KPI’s at the National Level.
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Staff Service Awards
Staff were recently recognised on reaching a milestone in their careers at SVMPH. Service Awards were held on Monday 21 November 
for 15 years of service, Thursday 24 November for 20 years of service, and Tuesday 29 November for 25, 30 and 35 + years of service. 

Staff that have achieved 5 and 10 years of service, will be acknowledged during December 2011 within their departments. 

Awards and gifts

20 year recipients

30 year recipients

Mother and daughter receive their 25 year Service Award,  

pictured L to R, Nancy Neralic, Gavin Young and Katerina Herc.

35 year recipient – Sophie Yannapoulos pictured with (L to R)  Gerard Smith, Gavin Young and Martin Day

Cristina Shannon (20 year recipient) – Chrissie was born at  St Vincents Private, trained a St Vincents, had 9 of her 10 children here and has just completed 20 years of permanent service.

25 year recipients

15 year recipients


